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By Richard L. Lyons
Statf Reporter

The House and Senat‘e Ap

‘{propriations Committees have
_|been quietly but heatedly feud-
|ing all year over prerogatives

—of which the House feels it
has too few.

Liast year the House finally
won equal billing in the Con-
gressional Record by having
its daily proceedings printed
first on alternate days. Senate
talk had always gone fxrst un-
til then. - -

‘Now the House Appropr!a-
tions Committee is trying to

‘[break the eemtury-old custom

that conferences to settle dif-

‘{ferences between the Houses

on money bills are always held
on the Sénate side of the Cap-

Conference Requst

Early this year the House
Committee adopted a resolu-
tion announcing it wanted half
the conferences held on the

|House side. The Senate Ap-

propriations Committee sol-
emnly replied that this would
be acceptable if the House let
the Senate originate half the
appropriations bills.

This hit a raw nerve and

.|was summarily turned down.

Though the Constltutlon re-
quires only .t}‘xat revenue

few areas where the House
finids the whip hand and it
is not about to give it up.

At the moment these two
most powerful .committees in
{’ongress are glaring at each
nther from their respective
oifices while the bills begin
to  pile up.

Only one conference meet-

{ing has been held this year.
;| House conferees went over to
1{the Senate three weeks ago to
;| start work on the Treasury

| Sendtors flit in'

A *500-million-dollar supple-

. |mental bill containing funds

needed by several agencies
now has been waiting a week
for a conference. The House,
as part df the war of nerves,
failed to name conferees last
week and now has gone off on
a week’s vacation, .

More is involved than the
long - walk -across the Capi-
tol, but that “is part of it
House members have “long
been irked by a number of big
and little things which period:
ically erupt in t.hingﬂ,like

They complain that they of
ten have to trudge back tol*
the Houge two pr three times
to. answer rol}. falls.. duﬁng

conferstice, T, hey sy they’

ovér hi‘a body to work, whi e
and out.

In Eﬁeﬁy

The House iﬁmu diso “has
an uneasy. feeling it & in en:
emy territory all the.time and
wants t6 get on ‘evVeh ground,

This i§ part of the runnihg
fight made by the ‘House over
the years to maintain ‘at least
an equal position in ‘the face}
of growing ' Senate . power,
Many House members. belleve
the Founding Fathers intend-
ed their popular branch to be
the more important. -
Oldtimers in the House take

: Jjournment -

On 4 ppropnate Meetm g Place

The late Speaker Sam Ray-|-
burn would never go over to)

the Senate. The only time he
was seen there in recent years
was eating dinner during one
late session when the House
restaurant was closed. -

The House considers the
_|Senate especially unreliable in
money matters, The House Ap-
propriations Committee " feels
that it does. all” the “hard
work Hstening - to witnesses.
for months on each bill, only
to have the Senate Committee
sit as a court of appeals and,

Jittle mere than a-cursory

glance, yestore most of. the.,

funds cut. -

~Back-door spendmg, that
§|#enious .device: {0 do an--end
| rom ‘arodnd the" con&aﬁﬂ!ve
House Approfitiation Coinmit.
tee, is a favorite of the Senate.
The House wis tickled on ‘ad-
,last -year,
when it was able to ‘repeal
three back-door spending pro-
grams in a catch-all bill, and

-

fthen go home, forcing the

Senate toaccept the package.

Sen. Carl Hayden (D-Ariz.),
chairman of the Senate Appro-
 priations Committee, said yes-
terday he didn’t know how the
conference - problem would

work out. He indicated the
next move was up to the
House. Chairman Clarence
Cannon (D-Mo.) of the House
Committee couldn’t be reached
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